Simply EMAIL this sheet, with your answers to peat@defra.gsi.gov.uk by March 11th. You don’t have to answer all questions, or write anything long, but it is VITAL to give FEEDBACK.

SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION QUESTIONS
Question 1: Do you support the rationale for taking action to reduce the horticultural use of

peat?

Question 2: Do you agree that a better supported, industry-led voluntary approach is the

right way forward?
Question 3: Do you agree that these are the core criteria that should guide the

development of a future policy framework?

Question 4: Do you agree that the horticultural use of peat can and should be phased out

in all markets, and for all plant species and growing media products? Based on evidence

where possible, should there be any exceptions to this?

Question 5: Do you agree (based on evidence where possible) that peat can and should

be phased out of all public sector procurement activities, including Local Authorities, by

2015?
Question 6: Do you think that there is more that Government and the public sector should

be doing to support and enable the switch to peat-free growing media? If so, what would

be the priorities?
Chapter 5: Gardeners, retailers and the amateur sector

Question 7: Do you agree (based on evidence where possible) that the use of peat in soil

conditioners can and should be phased out by 2013?
Question 8: Do you agree (based on evidence where possible) that the use of peat in the

amateur market can and should be phased out by 2020, and that the proposed interim

milestones are sufficiently ambitious and achievable?
Question 9: Do you think that more needs to be done to build consumer awareness,

improve labelling or improve and standardise the quality of growing media products? If so,

what would be your top priorities?
Chapter 6: The professional horticulture sector

Question 10: Taking account of initial analysis, are there any subsectors that you think are

likely to face higher or lower costs of transition? If so, what evidence do you have for this?
Question 11: Do you agree that a time-limited industry working group should be

established to develop a „roadmap‟ to a peat-free future in professional horticulture? If so,

do you have comments on the proposed objectives above?
Question 12: Do you agree that the use of peat in the professional grower market can and

should be phased out by 2030? Based on evidence where possible, do you think it is

feasible to phase out peat in this market before 2030?
Question 13: Do you support proposals for annual Defra-led monitoring of peat-based

growing media sales?
Question 14: Do you agree that data on the volume of peat used in horticulture is most

effectively collected from growing media manufacturers?
Question 15: What are your views on timing and proposed objectives for the 2015 policy

review?

